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We’re still making sense of it, aren’t we?  
It has turned our priorities and our world upside-down. 
Old certainties have gone, but a new way of life is still a work in progress. 
 
I’m not talking about the coronavirus. I am talking about the resurrection.  
Jesus rose from the dead, and everything changed.  
Two thousand years on, the world is still trying to make sense of what it means.  
 
The revolution and the renewal that God brought about that first Easter opened a path to abundant life 
– as Jesus puts it in John’s gospel – that offers a continual challenge for each generation, for each of us.  
 
How do we respond to that invitation and live in the light of the resurrection?  
 
As we seek answers to these questions with the help of today’s Bible reading, we may find that this 
helps us to navigate the current crisis too – even if we might feel we are a long way from experiencing 
“life in all its fullness” at present. 
 
First impressions are that the passage from Acts seems to offer a particularly cruel counterpoint to our 
contemporary situation. The fledgling Jesus community is vibrant, upbeat and socially active. People 
shared together, prayed together, and ate together. The common life – which many of us are missing so 
much – was all important. It was the opposite of practicing social distancing. Ideal conditions for 
something to spread. And spread it did – for the good news at the heart of the community drew many 
others to join their numbers. It seemed unstoppable. 
 
But if we look a little closer, we discover more similarities to our situation than might first appear on 
the surface, and from which we can take courage as we seek to live in the light of the resurrection 
today. I’m going to highlight three in particular. 
 
First, what we have here is a church that is still trying to work out what it means to be church. Faced 
with many challenges – not only its rapid growth, but attempts to shut it down, persecution, different 
leaders with different visions, wide disparities in the expectations and circumstances of its members – 
it is adapting and changing all the time. I imagine that lots of new things were tried, and not all of them 
worked. People didn’t know whether this was the peak, a new normal, or just the beginning of a long 
haul. So it may well have felt as unsettling and as unfamiliar, as chaotic and as creative as the last 
couple of months have seemed for Britain’s churches. 
 
It was dynamic for sure, but this was no hippy commune where “anything goes” – its vitality was 
rooted in a shared and strong discipline which recognised the need for God’s guidance as they 
discerned how to live in the light of the resurrection. We read that the believers “devoted themselves” 
to the teaching and fellowship and opportunities for prayer offered by being part of the church 
community. And it was this foundation of faithful practices that provided the environment for the 
signs and wonders and gladness to flourish. It should be an encouragement for us to create to rhythms 
and disciplines that keep us tuned into God and connected to each other through these present days. 
 
A second feature of the Acts community was that their commitment to God’s mission was embodied 
not only in a shared spirituality but also in a consideration of what people needed to live full lives. 
Everyone’s practical needs were met through collective efforts, through pooling possessions, selling 
those that were unnecessary, and distributing the proceeds as required. It was a community not only 
characterised by generosity and altruism, but structured to seek the common good.  
 
Might we see echoes in this of some of the ways our society has responded to the coronavirus situation 
– not only through neighbours and friends doing shopping and checking in on each other, but with the 
creation of what have been called ‘structures of participation’ - the mutual aid groups that immediately 



sprung up, the viral kindness campaign, the massive response to the various calls for community 
volunteers, the extra support on offer for those who need to shield or self-isolate or work to keep the 
country going. We see it in scientific endeavours where commercial or academic rivalries have been 
put aside to focus on urgent goals around virus testing, treatment and vaccine development. We might 
even see it in the government’s pledge to do ‘whatever it takes’ to protect the country during the 
pandemic, the way it has suddenly proved possible to house the homeless, save jobs, run public 
transport as a public service, and increase welfare payments so they get closer to providing a proper 
livelihood. It is amazing what can happen when priorities are brought into sharp focus, and systems 
are put in place to channel altruistic instincts, meet people’s real needs and seek the common good. 
 
The third feature of the Acts church which seems particularly relevant for us today is that it was 
centred around people’s homes. The believers still attended temple regularly, but had no base of their 
own. It was in their homes and households that they broke bread together, taught, listened and 
prayed. 
 
It has become a cliché to say that the church isn’t the building, it’s the people – and the current 
situation, with the forced closure of church premises, has put that to the test. When we don’t have the 
habits of Sunday services, the busyness of church meetings, and the facades of our buildings to hide 
behind, what do we have to show for being people of the resurrection? In a way, now, we’re returning 
to this model from the early church, where the Christian faith is most visibly made manifest in what 
happens in our homes, in our households, in our individual actions.  

 
This cartoon by the great Dave Walker from a few 
weeks ago makes the point well. The church is 
here. The church is wherever you are. It challenges 
us to consider how in the current situation we can 
live out and share our faith so people see the body 
of Christ active in the world, as distinctive and easy 
to identify as the buildings where we used to meet.  
 
Will people know it through the love and 
generosity of our interactions with our neighbours 
and on social media;  
will they feel it because we spark joy or find 
forgiveness;  
will they see it in our lifestyle choices and hear it in 
the things we raise our voices about;  
will it be made manifest because we go the extra mile with a surprise phone call or an unexpected act 
of kindness? For these are surely days to be kind to ourselves and to one another. 
 
Back in the early days of the church, the theologian Tertullian imagined people in his city looking at 
the odd new community of followers of Jesus in their midst, and being struck by their way of life, and 
remarking “See how these Christians love one another.” What would people say of us? 
 
As we seek to make sense 
of the pandemic 
of the resurrection 
of God’s offer of abundant life to each of us 
the Acts community encourages us to:  

• recognise our need to be rooted in God – and the discipline that helps that to happen; 
• recognise the importance of meeting the practical needs of individuals and of the whole 

community – and the value of having structures that enable that; 
• and recognise that we are the church and body of Christ, in our homes and households. 

 
In these strange times we have choices to make about how we respond,  
but like the early Church, we do so in the assurance that God is with us through it all. 


