
“I will not leave you orphaned”     

Our Gospel reading forms part of John’s Last Supper narrative in which Jesus prepares 
his disciples for the time when he will leave them.   And in  today’s part of that 
reading, we hear the promise that he makes to them as he says, “I will not leave you 
as orphans”.    

There are particular words which carry with them a special strength, and I think that 
orphan is one such word.   Our thoughts might go to Dickensian London with Oliver 
Twist in mind, or in our own times to the television pictures of refugee camps with 
thousands of children whose  whose parents have died through warfare or, indeed, 
through disease.    That strength within the word would be no less at the time of Jesus, 
where to be an orphan would carry with it a loss of identity and status, and a fear for 
what the future might hold.    

Since Easter as we have heard again the resurrection accounts, where being left 
emotionally as orphans seems to be particularly relevant for the disciples.   We get a 
sense of that as, for example,  
• they gather in the Upper Room in their fear, unsure what to do, where to go, what 

their future held. 
• or in the person of Mary as she goes to the tomb, and expresses to the one who is 

there “they have taken away my Lord and I don’t know where they have put him”   
I get a sense of disciples who are lost, who have been emotionally and spiritually 
orphaned as the one who has called them has been taken 

Even after Christ appears to them, there remains a sense in which the disciples don’t 
seem quite to know what to do.   They don’t know when Jesus will be with them and 
when he won’t, how long he will stay.  They lack a clear direction for their lives…
until, that is, the Spirit.   

I suspect that in this description of how it was for the disciples, each one of us would 
share some understanding.   To lose someone who is central to life takes a part of that 
life away, and - even though that loss may not be of a parent - we may nevertheless 
feel like an orphan, knowing not what to do in this new world into which we have 
been plunged.  



But before these events occur, Jesus gently prepares them for his departure.   Over five 
chapters in John’s Gospel he gives them his leaving instructions, his teaching, and his 
reassurance.  And so he teaches that they are part of him, they are to abide in his love, 
and they are to love one another.    

Jesus’s teachings provide them with the knowledge that would later be fulfilled, that 
they are not - despite all appearances to the contrary - they are not to be left on their 
own for he will be with them in a new way as God sends his counsellor, advocate, 
inspirer, as the Holy Spirit comes to them. 
   
Abandonment has been one of themes for this present time, or at least the feeling of 
abandonment - whether that sense is from health-care professionals in their need for 
equipment, or care homes feeling undervalued or simply ignored, or at our own level 
as we miss contact with one another, and perhaps the phone doesn’t ring for days on 
end.   It is a feeling not just tied up with actual bereavement, it is an emotion which 
any of us might feel at any time. 

And in our spiritual lives, as perhaps we might struggle to maintain a sense of worship 
without a traditional place of worship to go to, we may feel that we are abandoning 
faith, or that perhaps somehow God is abandoning us.   It may come as some comfort 
to know that such feelings which can instil guilt are not new, and nor are they for this 
time alone.   The Psalmists bring to us songs in which the silence of God is lamented, 
or in which the loss of their place of worship has been removed, but they also offer 
words of hope and a firmness of belief in God who is there with them, wherever they 
may be.  

At times we may feel as spiritual orphans, bereft and not hearing God’s voice.  But we 
have the promise of Jesus that he has not left us that way, does not leave us that way, 
and will not leave us that way. That he does not abandon us.    

This message of hope comes to each disciple and to the disciples gathered together in 
community - the community to whom the Spirit came.   This matters.   There has 
always been for me a sense of value when I worship in an ancient place of worship.  
There is the sense for me of generations having done so in that place for centuries, and 
for me that matters.    



But the location of that worship and that prayer is not, of course, the whole story.   
Where we are now, it matters that in my spiritual need and in my spiritual life I know 
that others are upholding faith even when it might be difficult so to do.   It matters that 
if we are feeling abandoned we know that others are continuing to pray, to maintain 
the life of worship until we are able to join in whole-heartedly again. 

Jesus does not leave us as orphans.   He does not leave us as orphans because of the 
Holy Spirit within us, within those around us, and because of a host of those who have 
worshipped before us, and who worship now in Heaven.   He does not leave us as 
orphans because, even when we may feel abandoned, others are praying and others are 
worshipping, and Christ is alive.    

Let us pray that as a Church, separated physically, but united as the body of Christ, we 
may continue to know and to declare his presence.    “I will not leave you as 
orphans”, Jesus tells his disciples - his disciples, his friends, you and me, then and 
now.       

Amen. 
  
 


