
Remembering and reconciliation 

If you have seen the advertising for the best of Eastenders on the television during the past 
month or so, you may have been struck by the thought that the word “best” is open to some  
interpretation!  The best of Eastenders - rows and fights and breakups - may not really 
represent the best of life.   

There is, of course, nothing new in the notion that family life and relationships are not 
always harmonious.  From Genesis, the behaviour of Joseph and his brothers leaves a lot to 
be desired.  

Joseph is not best-liked by his siblings, and no doubt the fact that his father loved him more 
than his brothers, and bought him wonderful clothes had something to do with that.    And 
then if you add in his vivid and prophetic dreams in which it is foretold that the rest of his 
family would end up bowing down before him, it is not surprising that sibling-rivalry was not 
improved. 

But for their part, maybe the brothers’ actions in   
• throwing him in a dried-up well,  
• selling him for 20 shekels to some passing merchants,  
• and then covering his nice technicolour dream-coat in goat’s blood before telling his father 
Jacob, that he had been eaten by a wild animal was not necessarily the best way to behave.   
There would have been more than one Eastenders’ cliff-edge drum solo in this story.   

Our Genesis reading today then picks up the end point of the second visit by the brothers to 
Egypt to collect the food which is absent during the famine in their own land.   This time 
Joseph reveals who he is, and is emotionally reunited with his siblings including his younger 
brother Benjamin.  He weeps with them and affirms his  commitment to them.   He points out 
that God has worked within their previous deception to bring forth good.  Joseph’s presence 
and influence in Egypt enabled grain to be saved in times of plenty to bring relief in times of 
drought.  

Within this long story of Joseph, the actions of the brothers in days-past cast a shadow over 
all of their lives.  In our reading, the identity of the Lord of Egypt is revealed to them, and 
they are in a situation of trepidation as they realise that this is Joseph, the one sold by them 
into slavery. 

Their brother, however, desires reconciliation with them, not fear from them.   In order for 
this to happen, there is much remembering that takes place.   The shadow overhanging them 
is recalled, and is the key to reconciliation and entry into the new way of living which is 
offered by Joseph. 



Joseph has been greatly sinned against by his brothers.   But now the tables are turned and he 
has the power.  As they meet with him, he embraces them.   Their father and his father are 
one, they are his brothers not to be excluded, but to be embraced.   And with that, the past, 
whilst remembered, can also be left as a new order begins.  

In his book Exclusion and Embrace, the theologian Miroslav Volf who grew up in Croatia at 
the time of the war in the Balkans with all the atrocities which took place, argues that in 
order for us to move away from hatred and exclusion, we need to follow the example of 
Christ.  We need to include rather than exclude.    

As he considers the parable of the prodigal son - another story of family-discord - it is the 
embrace of the father that finds a focus.  On the Son’s return a new order comes into play for 
both sons and for the father, “an order of embrace rather than exclusion”, Volf puts it. 

Joseph from ancient times reminds us of the exercising of power which is different.   The 
power not only to feed the hungry of a foreign land, but also the power to bring 
reconciliation into present dis-ease.   Even when the past is so painful, it is not to be 
forgotten, but remembered as a means of moving from it.   

Every day we are reminded that power, and especially the abuse of power, continues to 
feature within our world.   Power is used too often as a means of exclusion.   It seeks to state 
that some matter whilst others do not.   It pays no heed to the needs of the poor or 
disadvantaged.   It seeks its own way at the cost of others.   But this power has no real 
authority behind it. 

When we take Volf’s advice and look to Jesus, we see how true authority is to be lived.   In 
him we find one who.…  
• washed feet and forgave sins.   
• shared meals with those viewed by the world as unimportant  
• reinstated a friend by the lakeside where remembering leads to embrace and not exclusion.  

In the symbol of Christian faith, the cross, we find sin overcome by love as we are brought 
into a new relationship with God where through grace our sins are forgiven…and forgotten. 

Joseph’s brothers travel a long way to Egypt, but perhaps Joseph travels further as he seeks 
peace with them.   The past is remembered, properly remembered, and then forgotten as a 
new thing begins. 

In Christ, God has travelled far to be with us, may we know his grace and love as he 
embraces us as where we are, and calls us into a new relationship with Him where all things 
can be made anew.   Amen


