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Oxford Circuit Recorded Service 
Sunday, 11th October 2020 

28th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Go therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet. 
(Matthew 22:9) 

I lived in Leicester for a number of years, and if you like the creativity created by a very 
ethnically diverse community and a good curry, then Leicester is a great place to live. 

In the middle of the city centre is the Haymarket Memorial Clock Tower built in 1868. It’s a 
popular meeting place, and so on Saturdays there is a group, with microphone, loudly 
proclaiming a religious message, usually from one of the independent churches.  

My observations were that no one takes any notice, the few that make an effort to hurry 
past and/or cringe are probably other Christians! 

A friend of mine, Dave, wrote this observation “As I cycled past the clock tower in Leicester 
today I heard a preacher yelling that Christians who tell people that God loves them are 
deceiving them. 

I felt ashamed and embarrassed by it. If I believed that then I would give up on the Christian 
faith immediately.” 

And, having heard our gospel lesson for this morning, you might think that our erstwhile 
preachers and not my friend Dave, have a point. Here is a story not from the stable of 
“gentle Jesus, meek and mild”, but from the angry Jesus who cleared the money changers 
out of the Temple. Here is a parable of the Kingdom in sharp contrast to the Prodigal Son/ 
Forgiving Father found in Luke's gospel. 

I’ve been reminded repeatedly this summer as we have followed the parables in Matthew's 
gospel that hyperbole was the stock in trade of the rabbi, as they used extreme and 
sometimes absurd illustrations to make their point and this story is no exception. 

An initial invitation to come to a feast in honour of the king’s son is met with rejection 
which is odd because nobody turns down a royal summons. 

A second invitation sweetens the deal with descriptions of the elaborate preparations - it’s 
going to be delicious! Who wouldn’t come to this party? But those invited are apparently 
unimpressed, and return to business as usual. Again, most odd. 

But then things go completely off the rails. We watch in horror as the servants sent by the 
king to announce the party are seized, abused, and murdered. In retaliation, the king goes 
to war against his own people. Enraged by their actions he unleashes the army. Before we 
know it, the murderers themselves are murdered, and a city (presumably the king’s own 
city!) is a pile of smouldering ash. 

  



2 

Yet – and this is weird - despite the war and devastation against his own people, we learn 
that the wedding and wedding feast are still on! Now the invitations go out again, this time 
to commoners on the “main streets”, but who is out there amidst the burning ruins of the 
city? 

With the party in full swing, the king enters the banquet hall and moves among the guests. 
To his dismay, he finds that one of them is not dressed properly. “Friend,” he says, “how did 
you get in here without a wedding robe”? And receiving no satisfactory answer, he has the 
poor guy bound and thrown out -- not just outside the hall, but into “the outer darkness, 
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth”. With “friends” like that, who needs 
enemies? 

Again, we find credulity strained to the breaking point: of course the guy isn’t dressed 
properly -- he was pulled in off the street at the last minute! 

So what exactly is this parable telling us about the Kingdom of God. You may want to use 
this parable as a reflection on the nature of a vengeful and angry God, sometimes found in 
the Old Testament; but that isn’t my experience of God. So what ever we take from this text, 
my suggestion is that the King should not be seen as too much of an allegory for God, or at 
least the nature of God. Our focus needs to be on the reaction of those who received the 
invitation. 

For my money … which isn't very much … Jesus could be offering a reflection on Jewish 
history aimed at the leadership of his day, and Matthew is retelling it for his community as a 
warning against complacency. 

The image of the coming of the Kingdom as a feast is an ancient one and one very familiar 
to the Jews. They might see the beginning of the story as God's invitation to the children of 
God, that is the Jews, to come to the feast. 

But they didn't accept the invitation, not with the wholehearted joy that God expected, 
despite the warnings of the OT prophets, God's servants. 

The destruction of the city could be Jesus referring back to the destruction of the Temple 
and Jerusalem by the Babylonians in about 500BC; for Matthew's readers, it would have 
echoed memories of the destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans in 70AD 

The difficult last part of the story is perhaps meant as a lesson for those who have received 
the invitation but not responded as one might expect; for me it has echoes of the servant 
who owed the King a huge amount, had the debt cancelled and yet wouldn’t cancel the 
much smaller debt of his fellow servant. Receiving grace is not enough; it is how we respond 
to that grace that is of equal if not greater importance. 

We have to acknowledge that some of the parables are not easy or straight forward, and 
this is one of them. We also have to acknowledge that there are some, like those preaching 
at the clock tower in Leicester, can see in parables like this their own agenda for exclusivity 
for the few and rejection of the many. 
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The key for me in this passage is that the kingdom of God is like a wedding feast, and the 
invitation is offered to all; whether we choose to accept that invitation is down to us, the 
choice is purely ours. 

But if we do accept it, then we are guests of the King; we are beneficiaries of an 
unexpectedly generous invitation, but we must guard against complacency, and see this 
invitation is a gift, a token of love and affection from a generous God, rather than an 
inherited right. 

The doors of the kingdom community are thrown wide open, and the invitation extends 
literally to all. But once you come in, there are expectations on how you respond. You can’t 
go on acting like you are not going to an extraordinary party. 

We are all “appropriately dressed” through our baptism in Christ. We are a new creation, 
and therefore we should come, joyfully, as part of a Kingdom people, a Kingdom both here 
and in the future. 

Of what the future holds I can't tell you. Of the present, of the now, then the feast is a world 
that is a glorious creation, the gift of a bounteous God. As we celebrate harvest, even in 
these strange times, we remind our selves and I hope recognise the creative work of a 
generous God. We see the global harvest as a world that can support more than adequately 
the current population, yet we also know that there is a huge imbalance, that thousands 
each day grow hungry and die as a result of poverty, poverty caused in a variety of man 
made ways. 

Have we become complacent? Do we come to the Kingdom party still wearing the clothes 
of over familiarity with a continuing world situation and a certain degree of contempt? Have 
we lost a sense of compassion for the poor? 

If we do and if we have, then this parable contains a sharp reminder and warning. 

As we celebrate the harvest and the goodness of creation at this time of year, we need to 
hear again the words of St Paul -  
 
You should each give, then, as you have decided, not with regret or out of a sense of duty; 
for God loves the one who gives gladly.  

We give – not only materially but of our selves – not out of a sense of duty,  but we give in 
response to the God who has invited us to the wedding feast, as God  
 
who supplies seed for the sower and bread to eat, will also supply you with all the seed you 
need and will make it grow and produce a rich harvest from your generosity. 
 
We know, but need to be reminded, that the act of giving with a generous heart just doesn't 
benefit the giver, it benefits the receiver and the whole community, and through this, God is 
glorified. 
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This process that Paul outlines – God gives, we receive, we give generously as we have 
received, others receive, we receive, God gets the glory 
 
is not one that is fuelled by simply religious observance or duty – it is driven as a response 
to the relationship that God has with us, and that the love we have received from God 
through others. 
 
As Paul says, let us thank God for his priceless gift! 
 
Let us pray …. 
 
Lord of all, 
We bring our gifts and offerings this Harvest time to you. 
We praise you for each seed which has been sown and reaped; 
For the abundance of good gifts you have given us. 
We remember those for whom this harvest is not one of abundance. 
We pray for people who face struggle due to the climate crisis and a harvest which is sparse. 
 
Lord of all, 
At this Harvest time, we commit the first fruits of our labours and our lives to you. 
Use us as your workers here on earth to see fruitfulness throughout the world. 
We declare: 
The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it. 
Amen. 
 
(Prayer for Harvest from ALL WE CAN (Methodist Relief and Development)) 


