
Sermon / Address: 
What is All Saints Day?  It is a wonderful opportunity in the life of the congregation to attend to 
dimensions of the faith that are often neglected.  Themes of these days are needed to assist us 
in uncertain futures.  They can remind us of our connection to the great company of God’s 
people of every age and generation, with whom we are included as brothers and sisters, 
recognised as Godly people.  Is there scope in the Church to reclaim the celebrations of 
Christians of old on All Saints Day, to inspire the present generations?  All Saints Day has the 
power to reshape our identity, to teach us to know who we are and what we are about.  With 
these things in mind, we focus today on love for others and justice in all we do.  Today’s key 
words are Godly people and following Jesus today. 
 
How many of you have been to Iona? A tiny island, west of Mull in Scotland.   St Columba was 
an Irish Monk who arrived on the white sandy beaches of Iona in 563 AD with 12 followers, built 
his first Celtic Church there and established a monastic community.  He converted most of 
pagan Scotland and northern England to the Christian faith.  Several centuries later, Iona is 
famed as a European Missionary Centre. 
 
Another example is St Lawrence.  There is a story that he was ordered by the Roman Emperor 
to hand over the treasures of the church – he presented people who were poor and disabled, 
saying that they were the treasures of the church. 
 
St Francis of Assisi was mentioned in an online service a few weeks ago.  He devoted his life to 
helping the poor having spent time in prison and suffering illness.  He became known for his 
simple lifestyle, piety and love for all God’s creations including animals.  Many churches bless 
people’s pets on 4 October which is St Francis Feast Day.  I wouldn’t fancy being on the 
cleaning rota the next day! 
 
Recently, I read a BBC news article on the internet.  Perhaps some of you read it too?  It was 
about the beatification of a 15-year-old computer programmer called Carlo Acutis, who died in 
2006 from leukaemia.  He was a faithful Catholic Christian and months before he passed away, 
he created a website that catalogued miracles.  His name was beatified and he now has the title 
of Blessed.   
 
In my research for this service, believe it or not, I also came across a Saint Corona!  She is 
known locally in Germany for warding off infectious diseases and apparently could bring solace 
to Christians during Coronavirus.  If that is the case, then we would love her here too!   
 
Psalm 34 is a beautiful hymn of praise to God’s glory and compassion.  Its’ beginning is a joyful 
wholehearted blessing and an invitation to join in praising the Lord.  It confirms that God would 
free us from fear by having trust and obedience and therefore no cause for shame.  We hear 
that the Lord would provide protection and deliver people from trouble. With God there is no 
want and those who are hungry have yet to see the Lord.  Those who follow shall be redeemed, 
trust and obey and you will lack for nothing. 
 
So how do we follow Jesus today? What does being Godly mean to you?  In the current 
pandemic, there is confusion about the new tier system to combat the spread of Covid 19.  
These are guidelines for protecting ourselves and others and to save lives and are a challenge 
for us all.  We are getting a similar message to follow rules / ethics in the hope of positive 
outcomes in our Matthew reading as well in Psalms.  The beatitudes we see in Matthew are for 
being a disciple of Jesus and Christian living.    
 
If we want to live for God, then we must be ready to say and do what seems strange to the 
world. For example, be willing to give when others take, love when others hate, help when 
others abuse and give up your own rights to serve others.  We can view it in terms of Blessings 



promised.  Blessed means more than happiness, it’s an experience of God’s hope and joy, 
independent of outward circumstances which is wonderful news.  What can the poor in spirit 
hope for?  What do the meek receive? To whom would the kingdom of heaven belong? The 
meek don’t inherit the earth. Mourners often go uncomforted, those who long for justice 
frequently take that longing to the grave.   
 
These blessings are like an announcement.  Jesus is saying that his work is about to start and 
come true.  It is the truth of life, it is gospel: good news and not just good advice.  Jesus was 
beginning a new era for God and His people.  Jesus is offering wonderful news for the humble, 
the poor, the mourners, the peacemakers.  Even those who are persecuted for the sake of the 
gospel can have hope for there is a great reward waiting for them in heaven as well as being 
part of the kingdom of God.  
 
All Saints Day celebrates the wonderful news that God has not forgotten the poor in spirit, the 
meek, the merciful, the pure in heart, the peacemakers and certainly not the persecuted.  And 
especially on All Saints Day “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted” (5:4). 
 
John Wesley enjoyed and celebrated All Saints Day.  In a journal entry from November 1, 1767, 
he calls it “a festival I truly love”.  On the same day in 1788, he wrote “I always find it a 
comfortable day”.  In Methodist theology, All Saints Day revolves around giving God thanks for 
the lives and deaths of his saints, whether famous or obscure who are part of the “Communion 
of Saints”.  This is part of a spiritual union between the living on earth and the saints in heaven 
and is said in the Apostles Creed.  We use All Saints Day as an opportunity to honour and 
remember members of our local congregations who are deceased. 
 
Who are the saints in your lives?  Who has really shown you the love of God?  Perhaps a 
Sunday school teacher, a friend or a family member?  Someone who gave you food when you 
were in need? The homeless night shelter or the street pastors?  We are all called to be saints 
too, called to be God’s image amongst all people.  We are called to love and to help others and 
share the good news.  In these times of uncertainty, fear for the future, the lives of the saints 
should be the signposts for Christians in the present time going into the future. 
 
The novelist George Eliot who was not a believer but towards the end of Middlemarch wrote: 
“…the growing good of the world is partly dependent on unhistorical acts; and that things are 
not so ill with you and me as they might have been, is half owing to the number who lived 
faithfully as hidden life, and rest in unvisited tombs.”  Eliot meant that good winning over evil is 
dependent upon ordinary, everyday acts of kindness. And the fact that things are not as bad as 
they could have been is because of the people who lived their lives quietly but faithfully, without 
great attention or fanfare. 
 
On this All Saints Day, let us give thanks to God for all saints in glory and all those on earth and 
let us be like the Saints before us, who shared the Good News and encouraged us to live Godly 
ways, so that all may also know the grace and love of God.  Amen.  
 


