
The Reckoning
Some events come around with reliable regularity. Christmas is one of them so it is no wonder we’re 

worried that it may not happen this year quite as it should.

In October my hairdresser had a penalty jar for charity. If we said the forbidden word, we were to be fined 
10p. The word was (Sh…!) “Christmas”. We weren’t to be stressed about it too early, we know it’s 
coming. We’ve no excuse if our cards are not posted or our presents and meal arrangements not sorted 
out by 24th December. Christmas will not take us by surprise, we need no warning. Love it or loathe it, 
Christmas is a predictable event.

Very often we are prepared for events by warnings. But the truth is, isn’t it, that however good for us, we 
don’t much care for warnings:

You’ve been warned!
If you eat that chocolate, you’ll grow fat.
If you don’t exercise, you’ll get stiff.
If you drive without care, you’ll have a nasty accident.
If you don’t do your homework, you’ll not pass the exam.

We carry on thinking it’ll never happen. And then one day it does:
We grow fat
We get stiff
We have a nasty accident
We fail an exam

We don’t like warnings. But when we ignore them and things go wrong, we have no one but ourselves to 
blame, and that hurts.

So, we need to take today’s lesson seriously. Remember, Paul said,
2 For you yourselves know very well that the Day of the Lord will come as a thief comes at night.

And Jesus said,
13 ...“Watch out, then, because you do not know the day or the hour.”

We know the date of exam, of course, but in his parable, Jesus was talking about a reckoning that might 
happen at any moment — much more scary!

It is about End Events, Calling-to-Account Events, that are alarming in their finality. They are about times 
when God will judge and divide us. These will not be times when we can be merciful by saying “he tried 
his best, let him off” or “I love her, please be kind to her”. These will not be times when we will be able 
to judge ourselves – “I’ve never done anyone any harm.” These will be times when God will take over 
and we will stand, or lie, or sit or kneel – wherever and however we are – and learn the truth from Him, 
and find out about our place in eternity.

Like the Master checking up on wealth entrusted to his servants, says Jesus, the day of reckoning will 
come. Obviously, this parable is not about money, but neither is it actually about some final exam we’ll 
have to take in front of God.

In my past as a university lecturer I had the responsibility of setting and marking exam scripts. My students 
told me that “exams are set by sadists and marked by incompetents.” Actually, I took a lot of care in 
setting them and exercised some compassion in marking them. The truth is, however, that the result 
almost always depended not so much on how the candidates felt on the day but on the revision they 
had done beforehand that had bedded down their learning into permanent knowledge and skill. Exams 
at the end of a course are much more about motivating study now rather than trying to catch out a 
student later.



In the same way, our life is not a preparation for one big exam in the sky. Jesus’ parables about a Final 
Reckoning are not telling us to worry about when or how the End of all things will happen, or even 
worry about our own end and what might happen after that. Jesus’ parables tell us to think about what 
should be happening now. 

On the surface it is very easy to think the Parable of the Talents is saying, scarily, that our value in God’s 
eyes is only how hard we work for him. But remember that the Master in the parable gave his servants 
only what he knew they could handle, no more, no less. And it is the same with us. God’s expectations 
of us are only a reflection of what he has already given to us in talents, or faith, or love. If we love Him, 
how can we fail to enjoy using those gifts? The parable is about our day-to-day actions within God’s 
Kingdom. If we use his gifts to us, the End, that Reckoning, will hold no fear for us. 

I’m sure that most of us have known at least one person who we just know is close to God. Think of that 
person for a moment. Are they, were they, in constant terror as they used God’s gifts in awareness of 
their End with him? Of course not! We see a deep peace in them, born of knowing that nothing can 
separate them from the love of God. There will be a transparent longing to be close to him that allows 
no fear of his coming.

So let’s be brave. God has chosen to share his world with us in a vulnerable way. We are vulnerable too but
God’s choice means we are constantly in His presence. That can be wonderful – but it also means we 
are constantly at the brink of eternity, with all its awesome implications.

Jesus calls us to acknowledge this “End” fact in our lives.

If the car has not been washed, what then? 
If you haven’t finished that report for work, what then? 
If you leave that scar on a relationship, what then? 
If you leave that work of caring undone, what then?

Acknowledging an “End” shows us that this is the moment to decide priorities, to do, to pray, to care, to 
listen. There may never be another moment.

The End is not something we need to dwell on, except in as much as it prompts us to consider seriously 
what we are up to now, during the moments that God has given us.

Moments are God’s gifts to us creatures of time. The Final Reckoning beyond time is under God’s control. It
is a ‘God’ thing. And it’s safe with Him.
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