
Page 1 of 8 
 

A service of scripture, prayer, song & silence for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 2021 
Abide in my love and you shall bear much fruit (John 15:5-9) 

 
Words of welcome 
Leader  May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you always. 
Congregation  Amen. 
 
Song 1: Bless the Lord my soul (Taizé) 
 Bless the Lord, my soul 

And bless God's holy name 
Bless the Lord, my soul 
Who leads me into life 

 
Leader   Brothers and sisters in Christ, this year the theme of the Week of Prayer for 

Christian Unity, chosen by the sisters of the Community of Grandchamp in 
Switzerland, is: “Abide in my love and you shall bear much fruit”. 

  It is the great desire of God, expressed by Jesus, that we might come to him 
and abide in him. He waits for us tirelessly, hoping that united to him in love, 
we will bear fruit that will bring life to all. Faced with our differences, we risk 
withdrawing into ourselves and seeing only that which separates us. But let 
us listen to how Christ calls us to abide in his love, and so bear much fruit. 

  In the three moments of prayer that follow, we remember the call of Christ, 
we turn to his love, to him who is the centre of our life. For the path of unity 
begins in our intimate relationship with God. Abiding in God’s love 
strengthens the desire to seek unity and reconciliation with others. God 
opens us up to those who are different from us. This is an important fruit, a 
gift of healing for the divisions within us, between us, and in the world. 

 
Leader  In peace let us pray to the Lord: 
 Lord, you are the vinedresser who cares for us with love.  
 You call on us to see the beauty of each branch united to the vine,  
 the beauty of each person.  
 And yet, too often the differences in others make us afraid.  
 We withdraw into ourselves.  
 Our trust in you is forsaken. 
 Enmity develops between us. 
 Come and direct our hearts toward you once again.  
 Grant us to live from your forgiveness  
 so that we may be together and praise your name. 
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Litany of praise 
Congregation  You who call us to be praise in the midst of the earth: glory to you! 
Leader  We sing your praise in the midst of the world and among all peoples, 
 We sing your praise in the midst of creation and among all creatures. 
 
Congregation  You who call us to be praise in the midst of the earth: glory to you! 
Leader  We sing your praise among suffering and tears, 
 We sing your praise among promises and achievements. 
 
Congregation  You who call us to be praise in the midst of the earth: glory to you! 
Leader  We sing your praise in the places of conflict and misunderstanding; 
 We sing your praise in the places of encounter and reconciliation. 
 
Congregation  You who call us to be praise in the midst of the earth: glory to you! 
Leader We sing your praise in the midst of rifts and divisions, 

We sing your praise in the midst of life and death, the birth of a new heaven 
and a new earth. 

 
Congregation  You who call us to be praise in the midst of the earth: glory to you! 
 
Abiding in Christ 
Psalm 103 (Redux) 
 Bless God, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless the breath that is life. 

Bless God, O my soul, and remember your awakening to the power that frees, the 
love that reconciles, the touch that heals, the mercy that consoles, the good that 
uplifts, the justice that satisfies the deepest longing. 
History sings Her story of Way made known, Ground of Being revealed. Though we 
see through a glass dimly, the spark cannot be shrouded. Her contours are comely. 
Our hearts skip a beat, recognising what our eyes have longed to see: the goodness 
of God in the land of the living. 
From everlasting to everlasting, God is. Our time is brief. From our startled 
awakening until the day we return Home, we walk in wonder. Beauty and bounty 
meet waste and want; praise and pain keep a tender balance (if we are lucky). The 
heart knows: All of life is holy. 
So let us live to bless: Bless the earth and each other, bless the rain and the sun, bless 
the broken-hearted and the hungry, bless the singer and the song, bless the seeking 
and the finding, bless in living and in dying. 
Bless. 
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Reading: John 15:1-17 
Jesus the True Vine 
15 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine-grower. 2 He removes every branch in me 
that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes[a] to make it bear more 
fruit. 3 You have already been cleansed[b] by the word that I have spoken to you. 4 Abide in 
me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the 
vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. 5 I am the vine, you are the branches. Those 
who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do 
nothing. 6 Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such 
branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7 If you abide in me, and my words 
abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 My Father is glorified 
by this, that you bear much fruit and become[c] my disciples. 9 As the Father has loved me, 
so I have loved you; abide in my love. 10 If you keep my commandments, you will abide in 
my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. 11 I have said 
these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. 
12 “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13 No one has 
greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14 You are my friends if you 
do what I command you. 15 I do not call you servants[d] any longer, because the 
servant[e] does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I 
have made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father. 16 You did not 
choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so 
that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. 17 I am giving you these 
commands so that you may love one another. 

Song 2: Ubi caritas (Taizé) 
Ubi caritas et amor, Deus ibi est. 
(Where charity and love are, God is there.) 

 
Prayers 
Leader God of love, through Christ you said to us: “You did not choose me but I 

chose you.” You seek us, you invite us to receive your friendship and abide in 
it. Teach us to respond more deeply to this invitation, and grow in a life that 
is ever more complete. 

Congregation  The joy of our heart is in God. 
 
Leader God of life, you call us to be praise in the midst of the world and to welcome 

one another as a gift of your grace.  May your loving gaze, which rests upon 
each person, open us to receive each other just as we are. 

Congregation  The joy of our heart is in God. 
 
Leader  God you who gather, you knit us together as one vine in your Son Jesus. May 

your loving Spirit abide in us at local church and community meetings and 
ecumenical gatherings. Grant that together we celebrate you with joy. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2015%3A1-17&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26691a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2015%3A1-17&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26692b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2015%3A1-17&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26697c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2015%3A1-17&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26704d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2015%3A1-17&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26704e
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Congregation  The joy of our heart is in God. 
 
Leader  God of the one vineyard, you call us to abide in your love in all we do and 

say. Touched by your goodness, grant us to be a reflection of that love in our 
homes and workplaces. May we bridge rivalries and overcome tensions. 

Congregation  The joy of our heart is in God. 
 
A time of silence 
Reader:   Very often we think of prayer as something we do, an activity of our own. In 

this short time we are invited to an interior silence, and to turn aside from 
all the noise and concerns of our lives and thoughts. It may seem odd to 
have silence on a video! Let us remember that we enter into this time of 
quiet together, as the body of Christ. In this silence the action belongs to 
God. We are simply called to abide and rest in God’s love. 

Silence: (approximately 5 minutes) 
 
The visible unity of Christians 
Psalm 85 (Cotter) 
  Indeed you will speak peace to your people, 
  to your faithful ones who have turned their hearts. 
  Truly your salvation is near those who fear you, 

and your glory will shine on our earth. 
  Mercy and truth have met together, 
  righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 

Faithfulness will spring up from the earth, 
and justice leap to meet it from heaven. 
O God, you will give us all that is good, 
and our lands will yield their plenty. 
For righteousness will go before you, 
and clear the way of your appearing. 

 
Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:10-13a 
The Gift of Love 
13 If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am a noisy gong 
or a clanging cymbal. 2 And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all 
knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am 
nothing. 3 If I give away all my possessions, and if I hand over my body so that I may 
boast,[a] but do not have love, I gain nothing. 
4 Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant 5 or rude. It does 
not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6 it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, 
but rejoices in the truth. 7 It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all 
things. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Corinthians%2013&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28653a
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8 Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as for tongues, they will 
cease; as for knowledge, it will come to an end. 9 For we know only in part, and we 
prophesy only in part; 10 but when the complete comes, the partial will come to an 
end. 11 When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child; 
when I became an adult, I put an end to childish ways. 12 For now we see in a mirror, 
dimly,[b] but then we will see face to face. Now I know only in part; then I will know fully, 
even as I have been fully known. 13 And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and 
the greatest of these is love. 
 
Prayers 
Leader   Holy Spirit, you create and re-create the Church in all places. Come and 

whisper in our hearts the prayer which Jesus addressed to his Father on the 
eve of his passion: “that they may all be one… so that the world may 
believe”. 

Congregation  Lord, have mercy. 
 
Leader  Lord Jesus, Prince of Peace, light the fire of your love in us so that suspicions, 

contempt and misunderstanding cease in the Church. May the walls that 
separate us fall. 

Congregation  Lord, have mercy. 
 
Leader   Holy Spirit, Consoler of all, open our hearts to forgiveness and reconciliation 

and bring us back from our wanderings. 
Congregation  Lord, have mercy. 
 
Leader  Lord Jesus, gentle and humble of heart, give us poverty of spirit so that we 

may welcome the unexpectedness of your grace. 
Congregation  Lord, have mercy. 
 
Leader  Holy Spirit, you never abandon the men, women and children who are 

persecuted for their fidelity to the gospel. Give them strength and courage, 
and support those who help them. 

Congregation  Lord, have mercy. 
 
The unity of all peoples with all creation 
Psalm 96 (Redux) 

I open my mouth – praise takes flight like a bird on the wing, soaring, gliding, fearless, 
free. This new day, this glorious revelation pf sky and cloud, earth and green, this gift, 
this wondrous gift. Earth and heaven have cradled this song. Sunlight and starlight 
have bathed it; loam and rock, peat and marsh structure and footfall; ocean and 
river, stream and pool, crescendo and trickle, here, a stop; breath sheltered by 
mountains. A dawn chorus prelude is drawn from the stillness of dewfall. The 
lengthening rays of sun summon croaking, yelping, mewling, rutting life. Warmth 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Corinthians%2013&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28662b
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coaxes seedlings from soil; leaves stretch and bow towards source; field and fruits 
suckle and ripen. And me. I am ripening too. Holy hands cup beauty; wonder opens 
Way. This song, my life, an offering made gratefully, made hopefully, made joyfully. 
Earthed in heaven, the heart sings its way Home. 

 
Reading: Revelation 7: 9-12 
The Multitude from Every Nation 
9 After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every 
nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before 
the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. 10 They cried out in a loud 
voice, saying, 
“Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 
11 And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living 
creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12 singing, 
“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honour and power and might 
be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” 
 
Prayers 
Leader  God of life, you have created every human being in your image and likeness. 

We sing your praise for the gift of our many cultures, expressions of faith, 
traditions and ethnicities. Grant us the courage always to stand against 
injustice and hatred  based on race, class, gender, religion, and fear of 
those not like ourselves. 

Congregation  God of peace, God of love, in you is our hope! 
 
Leader  Merciful God, you have shown us in Christ that we are one in you. Teach us 

to use this gift in the world so that believers of all faiths in every country 
may be able to listen to each other and live in peace. 

Congregation  God of peace, God of love, in you is our hope! 
 
Leader  O Jesus, you came into the world and shared fully in our humanity. You know 

the hardships of life for people who suffer in so many different ways. May 
the Spirit of compassion move  us to share our time, life and goods with 
all those in need. 

Congregation  God of peace, God of love, in you is our hope! 
 
Leader  Holy Spirit, you hear the fury of your wounded creation and the cries of 

those already suffering from climate change. Guide us toward new 
behaviours. May we learn to live in harmony as part of your creation. 

Congregation  God of peace, God of love, in you is our hope! Amen. 
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Song 3: O Lord hear my prayer (Taizé) 
  Oh, Lord hear my prayer 

Oh, Lord hear my prayer 
When I call answer me 
Oh, Lord hear my prayer 
Oh, Lord hear my prayer 
Come and listen to me 

 
Moving to the centre… and out to the world 
 inspired by a text of Dorotheus of Gaza 
Leader  Jesus calls us to abide in him, as branches of the true vine. He calls us to bear 

the fruit of God’s healing and reconciling love. He calls us to draw closer to 
God and to one another as we offer this love to the world. 

 Imagine a circle drawn on the ground. Imagine that this circle is the world. 
  At the centre of the world is God, in whom all our desires and longings find 

their meeting place. 
 As we move closer to God, so we draw closer to one another. And the closer 

we come to one another…………the closer we come to God 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Leader   With the words that Jesus taught us, let us now pray together: 
Congregation  Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 

 
Leader  Spirituality and solidarity are inseparably linked. Prayer and action belong 

together. When we abide in Christ, we receive the Spirit of courage and 
wisdom to act against all injustice and oppression. We say together: 

Congregation  Pray and work that God may reign.  
 Throughout your day 
 let the Word of God breathe life into work and rest.   
 Maintain inner silence in all things, so as to dwell in Christ. 
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 Be filled with the spirit of the Beatitudes: 
 joy, simplicity, mercy. 
These words are recited daily by the Sisters of the Grandchamp Community. 
 
Song: The Lord is my light (Taizé) 

The Lord is my light, my light and salvation: 
in God I trust, in God I trust. 

Blessing 
Leader  Be one, so that the world may believe! Abide in God’s love, go into the world 

and bear the fruits of this love. 
Congregation   May the God of hope fill us with all joy and all peace in faith, so that we 

may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. In the name of the 
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 


