
Sermon (Notes)

Theme: Teaching with authority

The theme focuses on the Mark reading where Jesus was teaching with authority. It is 

recorded that as he was teaching an unclean spirit came out from a man. This puzzled those present.

He taught with authority. In this day and time of technology there are many teachings that are 

making rounds. These circulate through print, internet and social media. The challenge is separating 

between the teachings of Christ today and those that are not.

Fake news, conspiracies and slurs dominate social media and the internet. While there is 

positive content it is becoming more and more challenging to distinguish.  During this time of 

lockdown, we have become more reliant on the internet, radio and tv for updates and information. 

We have learnt new terminologies throughout the pandemic, but others have sought to spread fear 

and untrue teaching about a lot of things.

My sermon will explore the above problem based on the Mark 1:21 – 28 reading.

Sermon – 31st January 2021

Our bible readings for this service are taken from Deuteronomy, the old testament and Mark

in the new testament. These readings have common themes. These are (2) teaching with authority, 

(2) God putting words in mouths of His messengers and (3) accountability. The old testament reading

is a narrative leading up to Moses’ death and bible commentaries show that his object was a reform 

in religious practice, for example to abolish the ‘high places’ and centralise worship to Jerusalem. In 

doing this Moses tells the people that amongst them the Lord will raise a prophet. This was a 

moment of reassurance to the children of Israel on their journey to the promise land, Canaan. In the 

Mark reading we read an account of what Jesus did in Capernaum – in this the Gospel according to 

Mark which is the shortest and simples of them all.

The three themes that emerge from the bible passages reveal the work of God as recorded 

in the old and the new testament. Moses tells the collective that God will raise them a prophet and 

amongst them. This important message is accompanied by a command that if the prophet does not 

speak from God, but other ‘gods’ he/she shall die. The command was that a prophet should speak 

what God (Yaweh) has put in their mouths or face wrath of the Lord. This shows the nature of God’s 

authority and how it influenced the reform of religious practice as new prophets emerged. The Mark

reading speaks more to teaching with authority and accountability. The teaching of Jesus were in 

themselves founded and filled with authority – he teaches in Capernaum and unclean spirits come 

out of a man. The witnesses (those in the synagogue) ask questions – ‘what is this?’ A new teaching? 

They do this puzzled by how does He (Jesus) commands even the unclean spirits and that they obey 

him.

Reverend Peter Crumpler an Officer at St Albans Archdeaconry provides an interesting 

example for us to explore the themes that emerge from the bible readings. Rev. Peter Crumpler 

wrote a piece about fighting the spread of fake news in July 2020, five months after the pandemic 

was declared global crisis. During this time there was a rise in false messages circulating through 

forwarded messages, on the internet and in some news channels. This spread disinformation about 

the pandemic and continues to be the case in many ways. Fear, distrust and uncertainty is being 

exacerbated even today by the fake and false news. 


