
Some Greeks who had travelled to Jerusalem speak to Philip, who speaks to Andrew, and they both 

go and tell Jesus. Philip and Andrew have already learned that no one is too much trouble for Jesus, 

and are confident in bringing people to him, even people who might normally be seen as outsiders. 

Jesus also speaks about his death and resurrection and finishes with an assurance that he will draw 

everyone to himself. Among the first disciples called by Jesus were Andrew, who brought his brother 

Simon Peter with him, and Philip who brought Nathaniel. When Jesus asked Philip about bread for 

5000 people, Andrew replied that there was a boy with loaves and fish. This companionship emerges 

again as Philip consults Andrew about the Greeks. Perhaps gentile God fearers such as Cornelius, 

Lydia, and Titius Justus in Acts 10, 16 and 18 who ask to see Jesus. Philip and and Andrew tell Jesus 

about them, and what Jesus says about the significance of his death anticipates the mission to the 

Gentiles. The means by which he will draw all people to myself. As a seed dies to bear fruit, as 

renouncing worldly ambition is realizing lasting virtues, so Jesus dying and rising are as one in the 

single hour of his being lifted up on the cross and into glory. In Jesus’s faithfulness to death, the 

father's love of humanity and of all creation and of the Son's love of God, shine together most 

brightly, making visible the glory as of the father's only son, full of grace and truth, as the scriptures 

have it. This hour of his being lifted up to draw all people to himself is an anticipation of the mission 

of Jesus’s followers to bring many to believe. Their task includes their reflection on the scriptures, 

their remembering Jesus and their worship of the risen Christ. Indeed, this leads to the writing of the 

Gospel of John so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God and that 

through believing you may have life in his name. Jesus seems to have had a mixed relationship with 

religious buildings at best. The gospel records that he certainly spent time at the synagogue, both in 

his hometown and the great temple in Jerusalem. However, his encounters there did not go well. 

He's taken to the temple as a child and causes his parents considerable worry as he wanders off to 

chat with the teachers of the law. You will remember that he is chased out of town when he reads 

from the scroll of the prophet Isaiah in Nazareth, in the temple in Nazareth. Then there is one of the 

most well-known visits to the temple in Jerusalem culminating in Jesus turning over the tables of 

money changers and dealers in animals in the temple forecourts. John records three visits to the 

temple at Passover in Jerusalem before the table-turning event, which is a foreshadowing of his 

crucifixion. In essence Jesus is what we might call a people person. People matter most to him. He 

takes time to be alone so that he can replenish his personal resources to serve others: individuals 

and communities even into the whole world. Jesus comes to reconcile the whole of creation to God. 

It is not that Jesus has no time for buildings, but the incident in the temple in Jerusalem is a clear 

example that he wants buildings dedicated to God to be holy places. The hymn we've sung Let us 

build a house where love can dwell wonderfully sums up my views on what any of our church 

buildings are for. Our buildings and all that we are and have are to be used to draw people to Jesus 

himself. This is at the heart of our calling and the mission of our local churches. Let us build a house 

where love can dwell/ and all can safely live/ a place where saints and children tell/ how hearts learn 

to forgive/ built of hopes and dreams and visions/ rock of faith and vault of grace /here the love of 

Christ shall end divisions/ all are welcome, all are welcome in this place. During the Covid crisis we 

have been largely denied the use of our church buildings. This has been painful for many, but it has 

also required us to focus on our worship and pastoral relationships in new ways. We have lost loved 

ones and been unable to spend time with one another as never before. We have done our best to 

rise to the challenge and we have embraced new ways of being together. The gift of technology has 

made it possible to continue our fellowship in ways we could never have imagine d. When things 

return to something more recognisable we must not forget the things that we have learned during 

these months of restricted movement and gathering. To just go back to normal would be to lose so 

much, including the reminder that people matter most to us and to God. May God bless you this day 

and always. Amen.  


