
Oxford Methodist Circuit on-line Service: 24th April 2021

Readings: 

John 10: 11-18; 

Acts 4: 5-12

Today is the 4th Sunday of Easter, the time when we consider what happened 

after the crucifixion of Jesus. We hear about the Shepherd, something that would 

have been very familiar to everyone in that farming society. Shepherds had to 

protect their sheep from dangers, and spent much of their lives with them. 

Shepherds were as important in the Old Testament as well

David is also depicted as a good shepherd, as is Moses. Jesus as God and man is 

the “good shepherd” who lays down his life for the sheep, calls to mind young 

David, who literally risked his life for his sheep. But Jesus surpassed David in that 

he gave his life on the cross for his sheep. We hear about the other sheep that are

“not of this fold” who were the Gentiles. We hear the phrase “one flock, one 

shepherd” which comes from the Old Testament; but here Jesus applies it more 

broadly, as Jews and Gentiles will be united in one community. Jesus said “I lay 

down my life so that I may take it up again” which implied that Jesus voluntarily 

yielded up his life when he knew that his suffering was complete.
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In the reading from Acts 4 we read of a meeting of the Sandhedrin, an important 

body with influence in the city. The disciples were very concerned about their 

safety because the Sanhedrin thought the disciples were a threat to them, in 

particular the power that they had with the Romans. So its not surprising that the 

disciples were very concerned about their safety!

 The Jewish high court that was considering their fate consisted of 71 members –

70 elders, plus the high priest as presiding officer. It was dominated by the 

priestly Sadducees with a Pharisaic minority, represented mainly by the scribes 

(lawyers) of the court. All the Important men of Jerusalem were there, a daunting 

group for the apostles to face.

Annas is designated as high priest. He had served in that role earlier and was the 

controlling figure in the high-priestly circle, which may also explain why he is 

given the title here. His son-in-law Caiaphas was the official high priest at this 

time. So we can imagine that this would have been a real problem for the 

disciples, who were mourning the loss of Jesus.

It was Peter who spoke to this council. He was filled with Holy Spirit and spoke 

fearlessly. His statement that there was salvation in no other name was to tell the

Sanhedrin to place faith in Jesus. It was Jesus name that brought physical 

deliverance to the lame man and others, the same powerful and exclusive name 
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that brings eternal salvation to all who call upon him. Peter emphasizes this by 

saying that he is the only name under heaven by which a person can be saved.

 

So the message here is very clear, back then 2000 years ago, and now; Jesus is the

only way of salvation for us, as we live our lives in the 21st Century, safe in that 

knowledge, of Jesus Christ, our saviour, today, yesterday and forever.
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