
Reflection for Oxford Circuit Worship, 18.4.21 

As we reflect upon God’s holy word let us start with prayer… 

Lord, we thank you for the gift of your word, please open our hearts and our minds to hear you. 
Amen.  
 
It seems to me that the more access to knowledge we have the more doubt there is about trusting 
any facts at all. 
 
The Luke gospel passage this week begins with Jesus appearing to the disciples while they were busy 
speaking to each other about ……Jesus’s previous appearance on the road to Emmaus! 
 
So, even though this is not the first appearance Jesus makes after his resurrection, the disciples still 
struggle to understand what is happening. 
 
It would be unfair to be too harsh to the disciples as they stand before the risen Christ. We can only 
imagine that they are facing incredible violence, they are in the midst of grief. They must be feeling a 
million miles from the Jesus who has led them through the ups and downs of his earthly ministry.  
And now someone who they know has died is standing in front of them encouraging them to touch 
him and believe that it really is him 
 
The tomb is open but their minds are closed. In their bewilderment the disciples think that Jesus is a 
ghost!  
 
But Jesus is not a ghost. They are witnesses of a living God, standing among them, telling them to 
not be afraid but to make new meaning, to know new hope, to live this new resurrected life. This is a 
moment of renewed connection with Jesus in the midst of shattered hopes and fears.  
 
Struggling to know what to believe is a motif of our time. We have access to more information that 
we could possibly ever process but still we can struggle to believe even what’s right in front of us.  
 
But what we can know, as people of faith, is that Jesus is with us – encouraging us to find comfort 
and new meaning in him even in the depths of uncertainty.   
 
And what an uncertain time we find ourselves in! We struggle with uncertainty about the future of 
our planet, of the future of wildlife and plantlife quickly becoming extinct, we struggle with 
uncertainly about when our lives will return to normality after this protracted pandemic.  
 
We are forever given information, and then counter information, and then more information.  The 
news can keep us in a constant storm of hope and fear.  
 
But there are two things of which we can be certain of as children of God and followers of the way – 
and that is that the holy spirit remains close to us and guides us - and that we are being called into 
moments of new connection and understanding even in the most challenging circumstances. 
 
Maybe the occasional reminder to find comfort in the unbelievable is refreshing! The unbelievable 
image of Jesus, killed by human violence, resurrected by the reconciling love of God that conquered 
every human shadow, standing alongside us bewildered people, encouraging us to touch him! To 
believe and to not be afraid!  
 



And what does Jesus do to help the disciples to understand this resurrected life? He points back to 
the scriptures and connects their experiences with the familiar passages of the old testament, 
reassuring the disciples that his death and resurrection is part of God’s greater plan and that they 
are witnesses! They too are held within God’s story and within the hope of the gospel. Jesus needed 
to challenge their understanding of the scriptures so that could see how his resurrection could make 
sense in the context of the law and the prophets and the psalms.  
 
The disciples are stuck in thinking in confined human ways – they are fact-checking God. Jesus has 
died and that is final. But God’s is beyond these limited ways of thinking and being. God is not 
contained by Jesus’ human life on earth, or by the roman empire, or by religious disputes.  
 
God is the holiness we can find everywhere, drawing us into a faith that is growing and changing and 
coming into new understanding. 
 
The disciples might have contained their understanding of God’s salvation to human limitations but 
Jesus appears in front of them and says touch me – I am no ghost! I am the hope of the world 
beyond your imagination.   
 
Understand me through the ancient scriptures, experience me as your current and your future hope, 
but know that I am leading you forwards towards something much bigger than the uncertainty of 
today.  
 
The resurrection appearances are critical moments. Moment not only about comfort and 
reassurance after the traumatic experience of the passion, but also moments that call the disciples 
forward. These are encounters with the risen Christ that nurture courage and faith for a journey 
outward towards a new future. A new experience of faith where they will continue Jesus’ ministry of 
healing and forgiveness, of inclusion, and hospitality, and challenge to the powers that keep so many 
people poor and marginalised instead of flourishing into the people God created each us to be.  
 
Jesus expanded their thinking and prepares them for the start of their journey from the familiar into 
a new future, involving risk, anxiety and uncertainty.  
 
Many of us have experienced these resurrection encounters - or these critical moments of faith – in 

our most uncertain moments. God has a way of disrupting our anxieties and fears, times when we 

sense our lives going off in a different direction, moments in conversations that have changed the 

way we see the world, moments where we feel God as being particularly close, or when we have 

seen scripture in new ways that lift us forward in living out our faith  

Jesus appears to the disciples to encourage them to keep on following his teaching and ministry. 
They were witnesses, and we too are witnesses to the God who keeps on speaking. Together we 
listen for God’s voice and discern how we are to live the resurrected life and to follow him in our 
lives, in our communities, within our families, schools and workplaces.  
 
This past year our lives – the whole world – has changed so incredibly quickly because of the 
pandemic, when there has been both so much information as well as so much, we cannot know, we 
hold on to hope held within our faith of God who is beyond our imagining. We listen out for what 
God might be saying to us in our time and place, knowing that God is calling each of us, together, 
into new ways of living as Christians.  
 



These weeks after Easter Sunday when we focus on the resurrection appearances of Christ are 
critical moments where we are invited to consider how we move forward as people of God, a 
witness of the resurrected life, and witnesses of God’s love to all people.  
 
We do believe. And May God ever be with us as we understand more through the scriptures, as our 
ideas of the possible is ever challenged by the God who turns all things upside down, as we Follow 
Him, Here and Now. May God send us courage, hope, faith and wisdom. For truly with God all things 
are possible.  
 
  

 

 


