
May God bless my words and in our hearing grant us the blessing of Christ. I’ve entitled my sermon 

today “love this calling”. I had a conversation with someone the other day who remarked on the fact 

that the church doesn't go in for scripture exams much anymore. They were thinking back to their 

own days at Sunday school as a pupil and later as a teacher when scripture exams were still a 

common way of encouraging people to know about Jesus and his disciples. Several of our Lord's 

disciples are well known. Many books have been written about Peter, John and Judas, but of some of 

the rest we seem to know very little. Today's Bible reading is a well-known story of Thomas, summed 

up in the title he has lived with ever since, doubting Thomas. The fact is that we know next to 

nothing about this man's early life or of his call to follow Jesus. From the fact that he went fishing 

with Peter and the others in John 21 it might be that he was a fisherman before he became a 

disciple. The name Thomas is Aramaic for twin. The other name he has in the Bible is Didymus. This 

word also means twin but in the Greek. Apparently Thomas had either a twin brother or sister but 

that person is not identified in the Bible. Some people think that Thomas and Matthew were twin 

brothers because they are always mentioned together in the lists of the disciples , but we simply do 

not know for sure. So for nearly 2000 years Thomas has received bad press. Being given the name 

doubting Thomas he has been portrayed as a man filled with doubt and fear. Perhaps we can do a 

little to set the record straight today. I think that the Bible reveals another side of Thomas. His 

primary problem it seems was not his doubting, it was his pessimism. Thomas was a glass half empty 

kind of person. He seemed to look for the negative side of every situation first. For him clouds were 

clouds and had no silver linings, but I also think that Thomas possessed some honourable qualities. 

Among them he was loyal to the Lord. He loved Jesus, he possessed an inquiring spirit, he was 

sceptical, but his scepticism was the right kind, it was a scepticism that was open to belief. As we 

think about Thomas, I want you to see how Jesus transformed Thomas from doubt to trust. The Bible 

as I’ve said gives us very little information about Thomas. In the first three gospels Matthew, Mark 

and Luke, all we know about Thomas is that his name is listed among the twelve disciples. That's it. 

Everything else we know about Thomas is found in the gospel of John. The first time we meet 

Thomas is in John chapter 11. In this episode word came to Jesus that his friend Lazarus was 

extremely sick and out of desperation Mary and Martha had sent word to Jesus hoping he would 

come and heal their brother. The sisters reminded Jesus of how much he loved Lazarus. Instead of 

dropping everything and going to him Jesus continued his ministry, then a few days later clear out of 

left field Jesus told his disciples that Lazarus was dead and that he was returning to Judea to see him. 

When the disciples heard this they became visibly upset. They are troubled not because Lazarus was 

dead, instead they reminded Jesus in no uncertain terms, Lord don't you remember the last time you 

were in Judea, the Jews tried to kill you, they wanted to stone you. If you go back they may well 

succeed. The disciples tried to stop him, fearing for his life, and we might add their own. It is 

important for us to notice here that at no time did Jesus force the disciples to go with him. There 

were no demands made. In fact Jesus did not even ask them to go. At any point along the way the 

disciples could have spoken up and refused to go. They could have said hey this man has a death 

wish and left him. It was precisely at that moment that we meet Thomas, fully realizing the danger 

of returning to Judea, Thomas spoke up and said to the other disciples “let us also go that we may 

die with him”. The new living translation expresses it this way “let's go too and die with Jesus“. What 

a statement, what an affirmation of faith. It was clearly an expression of love and trust for Jesus. In 

essence he was saying, if the people take up stones and kill Jesus let us die with him. If he is cast into 

prison let us go to prison also. These are powerful words, words that should cause us to remember 

something that Jesus said on another occasion. Greater love has no one than this, that you lay down 

your life for a friend. Here we can see that Thomas loved Jesus so much that he was willing to die 

right along beside him. This statement took great courage on the part of Thomas. Instead of calling 

Thomas the doubter, perhaps we should call him Thomas the risk taker. No one had to spell it out for 



Thomas. He realized that if he went to Judea with Jesus there was a high probability that he would 

die also. Humanly speaking it would be impossible for 13 men to stand against an angry mob armed 

with stones, but Thomas was really willing to take the risk. Why? Because he loved Jesus with all his 

heart mind body and soul. Now the Methodist church has recently got something of a campaign. It is 

called “love this calling”. These are the emphases of the campaign: “love this calling” is a campaign 

to build our confidence as we explore our own sense of calling in the time and place we find 

ourselves. “love this calling” is a campaign to build to help us find our sense of forgive me. love this 

calling is a campaign to find to help us find our sense of purpose in the lives we live day by day in our 

own context. “love this calling” is a campaign to encourage us to make connections with other 

people, to help them explore their callings. “love this calling” is a campaign to celebrate a range of 

vocations in gathered and scattered church. For me this campaign is timely, not least today because 

it is the kind of challenge that I could see Thomas wanting to get stuck into, and if you would like to 

know more about it then let me know. If we love Jesus like Thomas we are called to be risk takers for 

Jesus. Think about it. Following Jesus involves a certain amount of risk even in these days it's a risky 

thing to get up out of our seat and walk down the aisle and say before God and everyone else “I am 

a sinner I’m sorry for the things that I’ve done wrong. I am accepting Jesus as my Lord and saviour”. 

We are called to make a place for Jesus in our lives and the lives of those we love and care for and be 

open to all. Making space for Jesus is one of the big risks of life. In our society that increasingly 

marginalizes the Christian way of life. Thomas was prepared to put his life on the line for Jesus and 

was ready to take the risk of asking the risen Jesus to be real to him. Dare we take that same risk in 

the name of Christ? Amen. 


