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Reading 1: Mark 3: 20-36 

Reading 2: 2 Cor 4: 13 – 5:1 

Today’s readings and the Lectionary are concerned with the long period between 

Trinity Sunday and Advent, and we look at the readings to give us a message 

about Jesus’ life in his starting the Church of God to which we belong. 

The first reading for today is from Mark’s Gospel, when we read about Jesus going 

to the house of Peter and Andrew. This was after Jesus had chosen the twelve 

apostles, who were to be the backbone of the early church, particularly Peter.  A 

large crowd had gathered, so they were unable to eat! 

The members of Jesus’ earthly family had come to take him home, believing he 

was out of his mind on account of all that has happened. Besides his opponents, 

Jesus now must contend with unbelieving family members as well. He would 

never forsake his relationship with his physical family, yet he would always pursue 

the call of God more than anything else. Scribes from Jerusalem now accused 

Jesus; he had come to the attention of the Jewish leaders in Jerusalem as his 

fame, or notoriety, had spread a long way, so the authorities were genuinely 

concerned about him and what he could do. They implicitly acknowledged his 

undeniable powers but labelled them as satanic, that is not from God but from 

Satan. 

 

Jesus uses two parables to show that the scribes' accusations are not true. The 

accusation against Jesus is the sin of blasphemy, that is speaking against God. In 



Mark 3:28  we read that “all sins will be forgiven,” pointing to the eventual 

sacrifice of Jesus on the cross for us now, then and always. 

 In the midst of Jesus teaching, his mother and family were outside, and Jesus was 

told they are there.  Without denying his family, Jesus then said that the whole 

community is one family, the family of God. 

 

Reading 2: 2 Cor 4: 13 – 5:1 

In the reading from 2nd Corinthians Paul says that when God call and commissions 

his servants, he also supplies the means to enable us to carry out this work. But 

only through the strength we get from the Holy Spirit, to enable us to go forward. 

He said that if we renounce secret and shameful ways that was being promoted 

by false teachers in Corinth. Through the strength we get from Jesus’ sacrifice for 

us, we can carry out the work we have been directed to do through the Holy 

Spirit. 

Although Paul longs to be “at home” with the Lord, he doesn’t lose heart while he 

is away from the Lord. His confidence in the future resurrection and in the reality 

of the judgment to come, he said, kept him faithful in the present as he pursues 

his goal of pleasing Christ into the future. 

This should be our goal as well. Paul talked about a tent, a structure that is not 

permanent, which is changed to a house, a structure that will be always firm. This 

sums up the difference that being one with Christ means and not. We can rely on 

the strength that comes with the Holy Spirit today, and into the future. 


