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25th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year B

Exodus18: 13-26

In this reading from Exodus, we heard how Moses was judging the people after 

they had escaped from Egypt. The book of Exodus tells of God fulfilling his 

promise to Abraham by multiplying Abraham’s descendants into a great nation, 

delivering them from slavery in Egypt, leading them to the Promised Land, and 

then binding them to himself with a covenant at Mount Sinai. Moses, under the  

direct command of God and as leader of Israel, received the Ten Commandments 

from God, along with other laws governing Israel’s life and worship. He also led 

the nation in the building of the tabernacle, a place where God’s presence 

dwelled among his people and where they made sacrifices for sin. Traditionally, 

Jews and Christians recognize Moses as the author, writing sometime after the 

Exodus from Egypt.

Moses has always been a revered figure to the Jews, and also to Christians over 

the years. Without Moses there would have been a different Church, but God was

always with him, as he was with Jesus in a much later time. Here we heard that 

Jethro, another very important figure in the Jewish faith, giving advice to the 

people. He upholds Moses role as the one through whom Israel would know the 

statutes of God and his laws, while also helping him find a good way to have other

helping him to work for God within the faith.
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Reading 2:   Mark 9: 30-37

In the reading from Mark’s Gospel, the earliest gospel to describe Jesus’ life,  we 

hear of Jesus moving back to Galilee. We heard of the impending death of Jesus, 

when back in Jerusalem.  Jesus seeks privacy in order to continue teaching his 

disciples about his impending suffering. While the disciples still did not 

understand, they would later remember that in the plan of God the Father, Jesus 

would be intentionally “delivered into the hands” of Jewish leaders and Gentiles. 

The paradox is profound: the murderous intent of Jesus opponents succeeds, 

because God the Father hands him over to achieve the atonement planned 

through his death, that we think of every year at Easter. Jesus dying on the cross, 

the plan of God the father, for our sins. An amazing and thought provoking fact at 

the basis of our faith. 

The disciples understood neither the necessity of Jesus’ death, nor the idea of the 

resurrection of an individual, because they expected the resurrection of mankind 

to be at the last judgment; Yet they understand enough of the predictions that 

Jesus is saying that they do not want to know more, so they are afraid to ask him. 

Perhaps they remembered that Peters earlier attempt to express disapproval of 

Jesus   of suffering led to a harsh rebuke. As usual, Jesus instructs the disciples in 

the privacy of the home, and Jesus’ question–What were you discussing–does not

display his ignorance but rather triggers the following lesson on discipleship, how 

to be a true follower of Christ. 
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The attitude of heart Jesus was teaching does not even overlook a lowly child, but 

receives, and thereby cares for, such a little one in Christ's name. In contrast to 

the high aspirations of the disciples, Jesus is showing them they should willingly 

take on lowly, often unnoticed tasks and care for those who have little status in 

the world. Anyone who does this, Jesus says, receives me and in so doing also 

receives the Father. Jesus’ sacrifice was for all people, and Jesus himself sought 

out the people on the margins, whose sins would be forgiven. Such an amazing 

gift for us today, our sins today are forgiven by the sacrifice of Jesus, 2000 years 

ago.

Amen 
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