
Online Sermon September 26th 2021 
 
Sermon – No Passport Required? 
 
Have you had your Covid19 vaccinations yet? I had mine quite a few 
months ago now. Students had the opportunity to get vaccinated 
over the summer. Perhaps your vaccinations seem like a long time 
ago now and your mind has turned to getting a booster jab. About 
90% of British adults over the age of sixteen have now had at least 
one jab, many are double jabbed. 
 
Over the past months there has been lots of talk about vaccine 
passports and their possible uses. They could be used to only let 
people who have had two jabs go into restaurants and pubs, or 
maybe theatres and night clubs. They could also be used to manage 
international travel. Some countries will only let you in if you are 
double jabbed, sometimes different rules apply on testing and 
quarantine depending on whether you are vaccinated or not. 
Politicians have blown hot and cold over the idea and different parts 
of the UK are doing things differently. 
 
One thing vaccine passports do, is divide people into those who 
have been jabbed and those who haven’t. Allowing some permission 
and access, but blocking others. Maybe you are a bit cross with 
people who haven’t bothered to get vaccinated and think putting 
some restrictions on them might help change their mind. Some 
people, however, are unable to have the vaccine for medical 
reasons. They will never be able have a vaccine passport. 
 
This week’s reading from the Gospel of Mark is another tricky one. 
It’s full of images that are challenging and disturbing. It seems like 
Jesus is trying to shift the perspective of his disciples by using some 
pretty extreme language and imagery. 
 
Firstly there is discussion about someone who was casting out 
demons in the name of Jesus. The disciples had tried to stop him. 
He may have been using Jesus’ name, but, unlike them, he was not 
a card carrying, certified Jesus follower. He was unlicensed, 
unofficial and importantly not one of us. 



 
While the disciples are concerned and want to stop what this man 
was doing, Jesus it seems is very relaxed. It is not for the disciples 
to prevent this man’s ministry if it is in support of what Jesus is doing 
and, in some way, acknowledges who Jesus is. 
 
Then Jesus goes on to warn severely about putting stumbling-blocks 
in the way of ‘little ones’ who believe in him. 
It’s not entirely clear who these little ones are or why they are 
considered little ones. It may be that they are those who are new in 
the faith. Those who kind of understand who Jesus is and help in 
ways that are sympathetic to the cause or message of Jesus, but 
who haven’t quite embraced the challenge to take up their cross and 
follow in the way of Jesus in the fullest sense. If that is the case then 
perhaps we are all ‘little ones’ to some degree. 
 
Putting stumbling-blocks between people and Jesus is clearly a 
serious matter. Hands, feet and eyes are all clearly gifts of God. Yet 
even gifts of God can become something that causes someone to 
stumble. Jesus calls his followers to some very serious self-
reflection and to develop some good self-awareness. 
 
It is not an easy thing to reflect on how I might be putting stumbling 
blocks in front of people who are wanting to draw closer to Jesus. It 
may well be I have attitudes, behaviours and opinions that will trip 
people up. Can I notice them? Can I do anything to change them? I 
can certainly pray that this might be part of God’s work of 
transformation in my life. 
 
How about our church communities? Are there things in what we do 
or in the ways we organise ourselves that put stumbling-blocks 
between people who would seek Jesus and Jesus himself? What 
are the passports we require? It sounds terrible, and it is, but we are 
almost certainly putting stumbling-blocks before people. Jesus 
identifies this as a serious matter. 
 
But we live in a complex culture, full of complex people and 
situations. So identifying where and how we are placing stumbling-
blocks and how we might begin to remove them is also a potentially 



complex business. Only with prayerful attention and Spirit-filled 
discernment will we be able to do that kind of important work. 
 
It may be helpful to consider how our churches are: 
welcoming to those who arrive;  
encouraging to those who are here;  
and nurturing, so we all keep moving forward in our following of 
Jesus. 
 
Then perhaps we will spot some of those barriers and stumbling-
blocks. 
 
Fortunately, this is not something we do alone. God is with us and 
we are with one another. 
 
‘Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.’ 
 
 
 


