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Address

Today is the 32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time, and we’re getting ever 

nearer to Advent. People have said to me “where has the year gone? ” 

The Old Testament contains some really horrible stories of death and 

destruction, but the reading from Ruth is the opposite and is the story 

of Ruth and Naomi, a wonderful story of a caring person, 

Ruth 3: 1-5, 4:13-17

The book is named after the character, Ruth, a Moabite widow 

who married the Bethlehemite Boaz. She became an ancestor of 

King David and, therefore, an ancestor of Jesus. The author of 

Ruth is never named in the Bible, so we will never know who 

wrote this important book.

Ruth was a widow and was with Naomi, her mother-in-law, having 

travelled to Naomi’s land.  Marriage for a young woman in that time 

was vital, the affection forms a connection for life. Therefore, it should 

be taken with great seriousness, with devote prayers for direction, 

hoping for the blessing of God.  Parents had to carefully advise their 

children in this very important part of their lives, which was for the rest 

of their lives. So very different to our times.
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Naomi and Ruth returned to Bethleham at the beginning of the Barley 

Harvest and, in order to support her mother-in-law and herself, Ruth

In my Study Bible it says that the book highlights how God's people 

experienced his sovereignty, wisdom, and covenant kindness towards 

them. These often come disguised in hard circumstances but are 

mediated through the kindness of others, but Ruth shows human 

kindness. It was in a time of famines, and many people died, 

including Naomi’s sons one of which was Ruth’s husband. Ruth and Naomi

travelled back the land of Bethlehem, and there found love and kindness.

Mark 12: 38-44

In the reading from Mark’s Gospel, we hear of familiar stories that are 

well known. It’s to do with money, and whether to give a lot means 

you’re somehow a better person. But it’s more complicated than this, 

as we well know because our lives are never completely predictable!

In my commentary the author says that Scribes and Pharisees are 

synonymous with hypocrisy, in that they always wanted to be 

important and in charge. This was completely different to what Jesus 

was telling his disciples and the public about the coming of Christ.  

Many scribes seek public recognition by means of their clothing and 

places of honour.  As lawyers, they exploited widows while pretending 

to be pious. For Jesus, true devotion to God includes a concern for 
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social justice. Which in His mind meant love; As he said, love for the 

sick, the ill, love for eveyone. It’s easy to love those who you like and 

love, but it is very hard to love those who you dislike, or who you find 

difficult.  The widow in the story didn’t have much money, and so could 

only give a small amount to the Church, whereas the Priests and the 

Scribes gave much more, but a smaller amount of their totals. In his 

story Jesus explains that in truth, the widow gave much to God. The 

poor widow gave more than all the rich people, according to Gods 

evaluation, for she gave everything she had, while the rich gave from 

their surplus. 

Jesus gave this woman as an example of how to behave; she was 

humble and loving, how Jesus says that how we should behave.

3


