
Sermon 

 This Sunday is dedicated to mark the United Nations International Day for the elimination of 

Violence Against Women. This year the day will be observed by all communities of the world on 

Thursday 25th November 2021. This important day will also mark the commencement of the 16 Days 

of Activism against women and children abuse. This day and the coming days are a reminder to the 

church and God’s people that violence against women must end and must end soon. 

 I feel confronted by a rather difficult topic to get through as an African who witnesses daily 

some form of violence and violation directed at women by all forms of systems in our world. Women 

are enduring some of the most unbearable experiences; these include unpaid hard labour, being 

discriminated against because they are women, often seen as subjects of patriarchal male and even 

paid less than men for the professional work they do.  

 The church and God’s people must speak up against partner violence, child marriages, 

human trafficking, slavery, exploitation, sexual violence, and harassment.  

 The Exodus bible reading helps us understand the woman figure and her steadfastness in 

love amidst adversity, slavery, and exploitation. We learn from book of Exodus the history of the 

Israelites and about the journey that saw them out of slavery. At the helm of it was women and 

children even though we hear the names and actions of male often. 

 Again, in the Exodus bible passage we see exactly what this day is calling against – the 

violence against women. Upon the complaint that the Hebrew slaves were multiplying besides being 

the ones oppressed and doing all the labour, they continue to give birth and growing in numbers. 

Pharoah issued an order that the boy children be killed at birth by midwives.  

 We witness a rebellion at women-on-women violence; an instruction that was simply saying 

women should violate each other at the instruction of a male king, in a patriarchal society. We see 

women fighting through peaceful means and protecting the life of innocent children. Even when 

summoned by the King, because they did not kill the boy children at birth – they insist on women 

power and told the king that they do not get to deliver on his command ‘Because the Hebrew 

women are not like the Egyptian women; for they are vigorous and give birth before the midwife 

comes to them.’ 

 Like the Egyptian midwives Shiprah and Puah, Dina is a leader of a movement in Khazakstan 
called ‘do not be silent’. In her own words she says: “We are going through a difficult situation. 
[Survivors of domestic violence] are not willing to report to the police because they are living in 
isolation, and sometimes in large families, with their husband’s parents and other relatives in one 
house. Also, they know that the police would arrest the aggressor only for three hours and they 
would return home after this period. 

The fact that domestic violence is not a criminal offence in Kazakhstan is hurting women during 
COVID-19 crisis. If, for example, violation of a protection order by the aggressor immediately 
becomes a criminal offence with a longer sentence, I think that would make a difference.” 

Dina Smailova is known in Kazakhstan for her unwavering advocacy for justice for sexual violence 
survivors. She is leading the NeMolchi (Don’t Keep Silent) movement, which started a public dialogue 
on sexual violence and is providing free legal support to survivors. She spoke to UN Women in April, 
soon after COVID-19 hit Kazakhstan. 

https://www.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2020/4/from-where-i-stand-dina-smailova-on-covid-19


We must speak and only the truth, as the church and God’s people. As the Pilate and Jesus 
encounter in the John reading reminds us that we must and should speak truth to power. In this 
instance we must as God’s people speak it out that it is wrong for women to be subjected to 
violence, it is wrong to keep the means of production in the hands of males who often are abusive, 
that it is also wrong to somehow maintain the status quo amidst the growing levels of inequality that 
affect women and children in all countries of the world. 

 It is in our hands to protect women, the ideas they give birth to, our planet and the 
responsibility of all to stand up against violence, humiliation of women in the church and the 
minimization of women’s capabilities in spheres of society. In Jesus name, amen. 

 


