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Address 20th November, 2022. 

Readings: 

Luke 23: 33-43,  Colossians 1: 11-20 

Today is the Sunday before Advent, so we are getting near to the celebrations of 

Christmas. The reading from Luke talks about the end of Jesus life, so we think 

about the coming of Jesus, and his death upon the cross. 

We hear, in the lesson, that the people who were carrying out the penalty, cast 

lots to divide Jesus’ belongings.  It is clear that the casting of lots was sometimes 

used in the OT to discover God’s will, but here it is a form of gambling by the 

Roman guards. Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do. Jesus 

follows his own teaching about loving one’s enemies. His death was the basis 

upon which those who crucified him could be forgiven. “They know not what they 

do” does not take away the responsibility of the religious or political leaders for 

Jesus’ death, but it shows that they did not fully understand the horrible evil that 

they were doing in crucifying the “Holy and Righteous One”. It was a very 

traumatic time for the Jewish Leaders, as they failed to realise what was 

happening to their faith in the Jewish Bible 

Luke contrasts the behavior of the Jewish crowds, the people stood by, and did 

nothing. Also, the Sanhedrin mocked him. The highest levels of Israel’s 

establishment looked for one more opportunity to insult Jesus. “He saved others; 

let him save himself”, they said.  The soldiers also mocked him . . . offering him 

sour wine. This “wine vinegar” was the ordinary wine soldiers drank. Giving him a 

drink would keep him alive and continue his suffering. 



 
 

  

 

 Page  2  
 

This is a very clear example of how Jesus was treated by the crowd; the religious 

parties wanted him to be humiliated and gone forever, and the people did 

nothing. In a few weeks we come to Advent, the coming of Jesus. The lectionary is 

making us think of Jesus in two ways, his birth and his early life, and, in Luke’s 

reading how his life would end. 

Paul praises Jesus in his letter; be strengthened with all power. God, not idols and 

demons, has “all power.” for all endurance and patience with joy. God gives this 

power to help believers continue in the faith, resist temptation and deceitful 

teachers, and know the joy of the Lord. 

 Paul said that people should share in the inheritance. God’s promise to Israel 

under the old covenant, between God and the people Paul applies it to Gentiles 

under the new covenant, just as God rescued his people from slavery in Egypt 

under the old covenant he has now delivered them from the domain of darkness. 

Paul doesn’t claim that the Son was somehow created rather than existing 

eternally with the Father and the Holy Spirit. Paul has in mind the rights and 

privileges of a firstborn son, especially a king’s son who would inherit a kingdom. 

From this we can see that the coming of Jesus was a remarkable event; God’s only 

Son born like us, which we think about particularly during Advent and Christmas. 

Paul writes ”He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us 

to the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness 

of sins.” Amen. 
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