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In this season of remembrance, we are presented with different views of what it means to 

remember and what is worthy our remembering. On this Remembrance Day we hear the 

words ‘we will remember them’. Today we rightly remember all those who have lost their 

lives in conflicts, their families, and friends and those continuing to fight in wars across our 

world. In these last weeks we have also been presented with many occasions in which we 

remember. All Saints and All Souls days where we remember those who have gone before 

us – again an especially worthy cause for our remembering. Yet in we have also perhaps 

heard these words…Remember, remember the fifth of November, Gunpowder, treason, and

plot. I see no reason, why gunpowder treason, should ever be forgot. Guy Fawkes, guy, 

t’was his intent, to blow up king and parliament. Three score barrels were laid below. To 

prove old England's overthrow. By God's mercy he was catch'd, With a darkened lantern and

burning match. So, holler boys, holler boys, Let the bells ring. Holler boys, holler boys, God 

save the king. And what shall we do with him? Burn him! Despite being a historian of the 

Stuart period, this perfectly illustrates to me the things that are not as worthy of our 

remembrance, that take away attention from the things of our lives and our existence 

together as humankind, those things which truly are deserving of our remembrance. There 

are many passages in the Bible, that speak to us of remembrance – ‘Do this in remembrance

of me’, ‘Jesus remember me, when you come into your kingdom, ‘He is not here: he has 

risen! Remember how he told you, while he was still with you in Galilee.’

So what does it mean to remember? The Oxford English Dictionary notes that to remember 

is ‘to recall to mind by an act or effort of memory’ or ‘to retain in the memory or remain 

aware of’, or ‘to return to an original shape or form after being altered.’ To remember is to 

consciously or sometimes subconsciously or inadvertently recall something. I’m sure we all 

have things that we remember that we would rather not. Moments in our lives that we 

would rather forget. I would rather forget the time when I tripped and fell headfirst into a 

pulpit, but that particular congregation won’t let me, or the time that I sat all night with my 

Grandma after she’d had a fall, watching and waiting. We also have those memories that we

treasure, the day you got married, had your first child, or grandchild, the day you met your 



best friend, your graduation, the day you offered your life to Christ. Memories are incredibly

powerful things and to remember is both a gift and a challenge. We think today particularly 

of all those who are traumatised by their memories of war, conflict, and bloodshed, civilian 

and servicemen and women alike. We also think of those who can no longer consciously 

recall or retain memories, particularly praying for those with dementia and other forms of 

memory loss. Remembering as the theologian John Swinton writes ‘we are all held in the 

memories of God.’ God does not forget us even though we may through no fault of our 

own, forget God.’ We are held forever in the memory of God. We are remembered.

So what is the importance of remembering? How would you like to be remembered? 

Remembrance and remembering are key concepts in the story of God’s interaction with 

humankind throughout the biblical narrative. God remembers God’s people, and the people 

are urged to remember their God. There are 231 uses of the term remember throughout 

scripture. I’ll give you just a few examples, ‘God remembered Noah and the waters 

receded.’ ‘I will remember my covenant with them.’ ‘Remember the Sabbath day by keeping

it holy.’ ‘He remembers his covenant forever.’ ‘I will remember their sins no more.’ 

‘Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, descended from David.’ And from Revelation

‘Remember what you have received and heard.’ Remembering or calling to mind is a deeply 

biblical concept, displayed no more clearly than in the words of Jesus at the Last Supper, the

words we hear every time we celebrate Holy Communion or the Eucharist together, which 

we will this evening – ‘Do this in remembrance of me.’

Charles Wesley wrote these words ‘O what a soul-transporting feast, doth this communion 

yield, remembering here thy passion past, we with thy love are filled.’ Today we have heard 

some of Matthew’s account of the Last Supper. Words that we are so familiar with, words 

that we call to mind so quickly, words that we remember. But do we always live as people 

who have heard those words, who remember all that Christ did for us on the cross and by 

rising again? Or do we too easily have selective memories? To receive Holy Communion in 

remembrance of what Christ did for us, means that we should attempt to live our lives in a 

certain way. Holy Communion is not only a sign of the immense grace, love and forgiveness 

of Christ, but a commitment to remember, to share, to proclaim, the greatest good news 

there could ever be. And we are called not just to remember, but to re-member, to bring to 



life, to bring new meaning, to allow the Holy Spirit to speak to us anew in the act of 

remembering, not to just recall, as you might remember what you had for tea last night. 

This is no empty ritual but a deeply spiritual imperative and command to remember. In 

sharing bread and wine, we are not remembering an event long ago that has no further 

significance for us, we re-member the living Christ, the Christ betrayed by his friends, left 

alone, brutally murdered and raised from the dead, defeating sin and death. In our sharing 

of Holy Communion we re-member the death and celebrate the resurrection of Christ until 

he comes again.

Our reading from Isaiah 25 this evening gives an indication of what a foretaste of the 

heavenly banquet might look like, which is especially pertinent at this time of remembrance.

Isaiah writes ‘On this mountain the Lord Almighty will prepare a feast of rich food for all 

peoples, a banquet of aged wine – the best meats and the finest of wines. On this mountain 

he will destroy the shroud that enfolds all peoples, the sheet that covers all nations: he will 

swallow up death forever. The Sovereign Lord will wipe away the tears from all faces’; This is

a glorious picture, we remember all Christ did for us until the day when we need remember 

no more, for we are with him. On this day when we honour the lives of those who have died

in conflict, when we remember their sacrifice, we also have sure ground for hope. For we 

believe and trust in a Saviour who told us that whenever we eat this bread and drink this 

cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. We re-member, we re-capture, we re-

new.

So when we celebrate Holy Communion, may we truly re-member what Christ has done for 

us, may it be ever present in our hearts and minds and shine through our lives. May we take 

signs of bread and wine with renewed hope, with renewed faith, with renewed vision of 

that heavenly banquet where death will be swallowed up forever and tears wiped from all 

faces. For we do so in remembrance of the one who gave everything for us and continue to 

have the confidence to pray ‘Jesus remember me, when you come into your kingdom.’

Amen


